The Worldwide News

OF THE WORLDWIDE CHURCH OF GOD

VOL. XV, NO. 16

PASADENA, CALIFORNIA

AUG. 17, 1987

Mr. Tkach in Europe, England:
building bridges across borders

By Jeff E. Zhorne

PASADENA—*'"Having Mr.
Tkach with us was like a dream
come true. I never thought he would
come to a tiny island like Maita,”
said Jennifer Frendo, a Maltese
member.

With the completion of his trip to
Europe and Britain Aug. 2, Pastor
General Joseph W. Tkach has trav-
eled to two thirds of the areas where
brethren live.

In 2% weeks Mr. Tkach, his party
and the television crew visited mem-
bers, Church offices or sites in Paris,
France; Geneva, Switzerland;
Rome, Italy; Valletta, Malta; Mu-
nich, Nuremberg, Duesseldorf,
Stuttgart and Bonn, West Germany;
East and West Berlin; Nieuwegein,
Netherlands; and London and Bore-
hamwood, England.

“It was a wonderful pleasure to
share the joy of God’s calling with
those He has added to the Body of
Christ in these areas,” Mr. Tkach
wrote in the Aug. 4 Pastor Gen-
eral’s Report.

“Mr. Tkach’s joyful attitude is
contagious,” said evangelist Dibar
Apartian, regional director for
French-speaking areas. “People al-
ways say he’s so approachable. You
want to put your arms around him.”

According to Frank Schnee, re-
gional director for German-speak-
ing areas, “Mr. Tkach goes all out to
serve the brethren on these trips and
takes upon himself a grueling
schedule.”

France

The Church’s Gulfstream III jet
left the Burbank, Calif., airport at
10 a.m., July 15, touching down at
Le Bourget Airport in Paris 11
hours later. Mr. Apartian, his wife,
Shirley, and Samuel Kneller, Paris
pastor, and his wife, Marilyn,
greeted the group.

Stepping off the plane were Mr.
Tkach; Joseph Locke, vice presi-
dent of Ambassador Foundation’s
international projects; Michael
Feazell, personal assistant, and his
wife, Victoria; Ellen Escat, admin-
istrative assistant; Michael Ras-
mussen, executive office aide; Lois
Weber, executive secretary; and the
G-III crew: Captain Ken Hopke,
co-captain Lawrence Dietrich and
steward Jay Brothers.

The Church’s film crew met the
traveling party in Paris. They are
John Halford, on-location director,
Gary Werings, cameraman, and
Steve Bergstrom, remote opera-
tions engineer. They continued with
the party on the G-III.

After resting, the party toured
Notre Dame, a Gothic cathedral;
the Louvre, national museum and
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art gallery of France; Les Invalides,
hospital buildings for disabled
French soldiers built by Louis
X1V, site of a church where Na-
poleon was buried; and other
Parisian sights. Mrs. Kneller was
tour guide.

That evening the group had din-
ner at the Jules Verne restaurant on
the second floor of the 984-foot Eif-
fel Tower.

Friday, July 17, the group visited
the Palace of Versailles, a 17th cen-
tury palace built by King Louis
XIV. Here the signing of the Treaty
of Versailles marked the end of
World War I in 1919.

“It was raining, so we didn’t get a
chance to walk around the beautiful
gardens, but we did go through the
palace, which was very elaborate
and interesting to see,” Mr. Tkach
remarked.

At the Paris Office they met staff
members, toured the building and
ate a meal.

On the Sabbath, July 18, before
Mr. Tkach’s address in the Meridien
Montparnasse Hotel, special Sab-
bath music was performed by the
Strasbourg children’s chorale, di-
rected by Francis Bernard, and the
Paris chorale, directed by Gerard
Stevenin.

Olivier Carion, pastor of the
Mulhouse, Strasbourg and St.
Avold, France, churches, translated
Mr. Tkach’s sermon into French for
the 760 present.

Participating churches included
Angers, Caen, Lille, Mulhouse,
Paris, Rouen, St. Avold and Stras-
bourg, France, and Brussels and
Liege, Belgium. A few traveled 375
miles from Bordeaux to hear the
pastor general.

The pastor general spoke about
becoming an integral part of the
spiritual temple, according to Mr.
Apartian. “He stressed the point of
unity and what it means to be a fam-
ily working together as a team in
this end time.”

Afterward a handmade amphora
(vase) from kiln blue Limoges
porcelain and a framed wood-burn-
ing of egrets, also handmade, were
given to Mr. Tkach.

The pastor general then pre-
sented Mr. Apartian with a plaque
commemorating his 25th anniver-
sary of service to God’s Church as a
minister and gave gold watches to
Mr. and Mrs. Apartian.

OFFICE GIFT—Bram de Bree,
Dutch regional director, presents
Pastor General Joseph W. Tkach
a silver replica of a Dutch East
India Co. ship The Half Moon, July
29, which sailed in 1609 from the
Netherlands to Manhattan Island.
[Photo by Theo de Groot]

“It was a special occasion for the
French-speaking brethren to see
Mr. Apartian honored this way,”
Mr. Tkach wrote Aug. 4. “Their
love for the Apartians and the work
they have done is obvious.”

After services Mr. Kneller stood
next to Mr. Tkach, translating
greetings from the brethren, who
traditionally line up to meet the pas-
tor general.

“One of the thrilling experiences
[of traveling is] being able to meet
and shake hands with all of God’s
people and members of the family
of God,” Mr. Tkach said.

“It makes you realize the plan of
God and that we’re not here just to
listen; there is work to do,” said
Christiane Hernandez, a member.

“We were delighted to meet
him,” Rosine Gantois commented.
“He seems so close to us; you really
feel at ease with him.”

“We see that he really lives what
he says,” said Annette Bernal.

That evening the pastor general
was host to a buffet dinner for about
45 people, including his party, min-
isters, deacons and their wives.

The next day, July 19, the group,
accompanied by the Apartians,
boarded the G-III for Geneva.

Switzerland
Landing at Cointrin Airport 45
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MALTESE WELCOME—Pastor General Joseph W. Tkach embraces
Michael and Gloria Zerafa, twin children of Maltese members Alfred and
Elizabeth Zerafa, after clearing customs in Valletta, Malta, July 22.

[Photo by Michael Rasmussen]

minutes later, Mr. Tkach was
greeted by Bernard Andrist, pastor
of the Geneva and Neuchatel,
Switzerland, churches and office
manager, and his wife, Maria-Jose.
Before Mr. Tkach’s afternoon ad-
dress to 300 French and Swiss
brethren, the Geneva choir per-
formed special music. Mr. Tkach’s
sermon in the Palais des Expositions
et des Congres was followed by
greeting members from Genevaand
Lausanne, Switzerland, and Lyon,
Marseille and Narbonne, France.
“The brethren greeted him not
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Dear brethren:

Say it in any language—
somos una familia, nous
sommes une famille,
siamo una famiglia, wir
sind eine Familie, wij zijn
een familie, ye ye adusua,
sisi ni jamii, isu tiri
mhuri—it means the
same: We are one family!

How vividly I was re-
minded of the truth of that
statement on my recent trip
to visit the brethren and of-
fices in Europe. As I have
often said, wherever you may
go in this world the one con-
sistent thing you will find is
the nature and character of
the people of God.

The unifying ‘‘tie that
binds”—God’s Holy Spirit—is
what enables Jesus Christ to live
His life in each of us and makes
us part of that one family, the
family of God.

Though we still await our final
birth as children of God at the
resurrection, we are already be-
gotten children, imbued through
the Spirit with a small portion of
God’s own divine nature and
character. It is now incumbent
upon us to grow more like our
elder brother, Jesus Christ, day
by day.

God our Father has Himself,
personally, made the decision to
call each of us. That act of
calling His future children is

something the Father reserves
for Himself. And it is His great
joy to do so.

But God does not force us to
abide in Him or to be one with
Him. His Holy Spirit will never
“take us over” or in some way
mesmerize us. We ourselves
must make the decisions to fol-
low its lead. We must put it to
use.

The apostle Paul exhorted
Timothy to “stir up the gift of
God which is in you through the
laying on of my hands” (II Tim-
othy 1:6, New King James).
God’s Holy Spirit is far too valu-
able to simply let it lie dormant
and unused. Yet when put to
use, stirred up to use Paul’s
words, the Spirit of God leads us
into all spiritual understanding
and empowers us to overcome
the carnal nature of our human
minds. It enables us to be united
with God, actually one with
Him, as well as with the others
to whom He has likewise given
His Spirit.

Our carnal minds are natu-
rally hostile to God, and not sub-
ject to His law (Romans 8:7).
But the converted mind is a
mind that has been changed. It
is a mind that is in agreement
with God. It Joves the law of
God and desires to keep it.

It is a mind that is acutely
aware of what has happened
when it sins and is anxious to
repent and get back in harmony
with God. It recognizes that nat-

(See PERSONAL, page 7)

only with open arms, but with open
chocolate boxes too,” said Mr.
Apartian. ““Switzerland spells
chocolate and cheese.

“They gave him a gift—a 7% kilo
(16 pounds) bar of chocolate,” he
added. “On top of that, they gave
him small chocolates and cheeses
after services, besides a beautiful
wall clock.”

On behalf of brethren in Zaire,
a French-speaking nation in cen-
tral Africa, Mr. Tkach was given a
portrait of himself etched in cop-
per.

At the Geneva Office the pastor
general attended a reception and
toured the building.

“Mr. Andrist made sure we were
offered nearly every kind of Swiss
chocolate imaginable,” Mr. Feazell
said. “Mr. Tkach is a great choco-
late lover, but he managed to only
sample most of it.”

“We were also given a variety of
Mr. Apartian’s favorite dessert:
cheese,”” Mr. Feazell continued.
“Mr. Apartian chided us about the
chocolate but said we could eat
cheese to our hearts’ content.”

“And the kind of cheese they
have over there,” Mr. Tkach joked,
“well, if you can get it past your
nose I think you might be able to eat
it!”

“Actually that’s a compliment,”
Mr. Apartian told The Worldwide
News Aug. 10. “The worse the
cheese smells the better it tastes.
You judge a cheese by its smell.”

Italy

That evening the G-III took the
group to Rome’s Ciampino Airport,
where they were greeted by re-
gional director Carn Catherwood,
his wife, Joyce, Michael Caputo,
pastor of the Rome, Milan and
Catania, Italy, churches, his wife,
Leonilda, and others.

July 20 the pastor general spoke
to 125 brethren from the Rome,
Milan and Catania churches in the
Hotel dei Congressi. Members
from the Venice area traveled 700
miles (1,120 kilometers); those
from Sicily, 600 miles (960 kilome-
ters).

“He spoke about the need for
peace and unity, the importance of
fully understanding our high calling
and the need for each of us to be ac-
tive participants to get the job
done,” said Mr. Catherwood. Mr.
Caputo translated Mr. Tkach’s
message into Italian.

“Mr. Tkach seemed especially
moved and inspired during his mes-

(See EUROPE, page 3)
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Are unprecedented Soviet changes for real?

PASADENA—It is apparent
that truly unprecedented changes
are under way in the Soviet Union.

Some skeptics have thought that
programs pushed by the energetic
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev
were little else than deceptive win-
dow dressing designed to hoodwink
the West. Either that or Mr. Gor-
bachev’s programs were so ambi-
tious that the nation’s entrenched
bureaucracy would abort them be-
fore they saw the light of day.

Unbelievers, however, had to sit
up and take notice Aug. 3 when the
Soviet Communist Party Central

Committee, coupled with the gov--

ernment’s Council of Ministers, ap-
proved 11 decrees implementing
legislation mandating sweeping
economic changes.
Moscow shifts responsibility

The most important decrees shift
decision-making authority for pro-
duction and prices in the nation’s
48,000 large state enterprises. No
longer will decisions be set by cen-
tral administrators in Moscow.

The new Law on State Enter-
prises assigns this authority to local
plant managers who will be respon-
sible for their own profits and
losses. They will, in turn, have to be
much more in tune with the market-
place—the needs and desires of
longsuffering Soviet consumers.

The new program goes into effect
in January and should be fully im-
plemented by the beginning of
1991. Thus, once again dates in the

early 1990s loom significant. As
we've reported before; the removal
of internal trade barriers inside the
12-nation European Community
(Common Market) is scheduled for
the end of 1992.

The Soviets, if experience is any
guide, will probably find it difficult
meeting their ambitious deadline. It
could slide closer to that of the EC,
meaning the two economies could
complete their respective reorgani-
zations at roughly the same time—
and be in position for closer eco-
nomic and political coordination.

Experts realize a gigantic amount
of inertia must be overcome to put
the new policy into effect—from
entrenched interests in the eco-
nomic bureaucracy to skeptical
workers on the shop floor. A dubi-
ous public accustomed to either
shortages or an overabundance of
unwanted, often shoddy, items pro-
duced according to unrealistic mas-
ter plans, must also be convinced.

Yet, Mr. Gorbachev is deter-
mined to see his ideas through. He
has called for the convening of a
special Central Committee to re-
view progress toward economic re-
structuring, known as perestroika
in Russian.

Perestroika, incidentally, is pro-
ceeding in pace with another policy,
one more publicized in the West:
glasnost. Roughly translated
“openness,” this policy refers to the
new, more open spirit of candor on
the part of Soviet authorities, both
as they deal with the West and in

the manner they allow greater cul-
tural freedom in the Soviet Union.

Impact on Western Europe

The big question is: Where is a
reform-oriented Soviet Union
headed? First of all, the renovation
program is making a sizeable im-
pression on the nations of Western

that more people in those countries
see him as a man of peace than they
do U.S. President Ronald Reagan,
the one who first proposed the Eu-
romissile cutback.

Mr. Gorbachev’s approach has
generally been to take the West up
onaseries of old arms proposals that
were originally made when NATO

W®RLDWATCH

By Gene H. Hogberg

Europe.

One of the general secretary’s
chief lieutenants in the reform pro-
gram is Aleksandr Yakovlev, a new
full Politburo member. Mr.

Yakovlev is said to have a profound-

dislike of the United States.

On the other hand he shows great
interest in fostering greater rela-
tions with Western Europe and
Japan. His strategy aims at tapping

_these areas in order to close the So-

viet Union’s industrial and techno-
logical gap.

Then too, with well-timed pro-
posals regarding the removal of Eu-
ropean-based nuclear missiles, Mr.
Gorbachev has polished his image
as a peacemaker. In fact it is so high
that West German, British and
Dutch public opinion polls reveal

N
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' Juat one move thing

By Dexter H. Faulkner

An extra mile of service

Recently, I took my car in for a’

60,000-mile service check.

When I picked it up the car was
ready on time and the cost was just
what the service manager estimated.
But that’s not the end of the story.

A weekorsolater, I gotacall from
theautodealer. The polite woman on
the other end wanted to know: Was
my car ready on time? Was every-
thing done satisfactorily? Was the
service manager courteous? Did I
have any suggestions on how they
could improve their service?

That follow-up call made me feel
good. 1 applaud that auto dealer for
going the extra mile to make sure
customers are satisfied. I wish more
companies would do that.

It made me think of how we as
Christians should be applying the
same principle of service in our lives.
Christians who care serve one an-
other and go that extra mile.

An attitude of service

Paul wrote about the attitude we
should have: “For, brethren, ye
have been called unto liberty; only
use not liberty for an occasion to the
flesh, but by love serve one another™
(Galatians 5:13).

What it all boils down tois that we
are called to be servants. Ouch! Ser-
vants? Who wants to be a servant?

Ask yourself some frank ques-
tions: Would you like to be like Je-
sus Christ? Is there anyone in his-
tory you’d rather be like? What
would you give to be like Christ?

Paul combined powerful sugges-
tions for promoting Christian unity
into the following description of Je-
sus. Condensed in these verses is
some of life’s most explosive mate-
rial—elements that can revolution-
ize our Christian lives!

“Your attitude should be the
same as that of Christ Jesus: who,

being in very nature God, did not
consider equality with God some-
thing to be grasped, but made him-
self nothing, taking the very nature
of a servant, being made in human
likeness. And being found in ap-
pearance as a man, he humbled him-
self and became obedient to
death—even death on a cross!”
(Philippians 2:5-8, New Interna-
tional Version).

What a description of Jesus! He
was a servant—an example for us.
He gave Himself for others. He went
that extra mile. Catch the idea?

Here a being identical with God
the Father humbled Himself and
became a man. He emptied Him-
self. He took the form of a servant.

See the contrast between the
humble Christ washing His disci-
ples’ feet and the power-oriented
success syndrome so dominant in
Satan’s society today? Jesus even
went to the stake. By losing Him-

self, He exalted Himself. He rose

from the grave triumphant in the ul-
timate service to others.

Christ didn’t reserve this exciting
principle for Himself. He taught it
toothers. Hesaid, “If any mandesire
to be first, the same shall be last of
all, and servant of all” (Mark 9:35).

Christ wasn’t teaching gim-
micks. This wasn’t a clever sales
course. It was a spiritual course in
preparation for eternal life!

A servant’s life-style

Living the life-style of a servant
involves a radical restructuring of
our value systems. We're so accus-
tomed to viewing success as quan-
tity and not quality. It’s easy to get
caught up in the numbers game.

But we as Christians are to set the
example for the world by acting on
the principles Christ teaches us.

Management consultant Peter

Drucker talks about upward and
downward authority in his book
The Effective Executive. He
writes: “The man who focuses on ef-
forts and who stresses his downward
authority is a subordinate no matter
how exalted his title and rank. But
the man who focuses on contribu-
tion and who takes responsibility for
results, no matter how junior, is in
the most literal sense of the phrase,
‘top management’ ”’ (Harper &
Row, page 53).

This is a management application
of a spiritual principle we can all ap-
ply in our daily lives.

But how quickly we forget our
calling to be servants! How ab-
sorbed we become in our own self-
interests. How insensitive we be-
come to the needs of others while
seeking to satisfy our own.

Ways to serve

What are some ways to serve?
There are many, but I'll mention a
few.

How about including a widow
when you invite people over? One
man said he was surprised when a
widow told him she appreciated the
male company he offered. You can
help fulfill the needs a woman en-
joyed for so long but is now without.

Singles, why not look at dating as
service? It can be tremendously up-
lifting for women when gentlemen
show consideration for themand give
themanicetime. Don’tletafeelingof
inferiority keep you from serving.

Realize you have something to
offer. It’s not a sign of pride or van-
ity to realize you have something to
offer someone and then to give it to
them. In fact it may be a case of
burying your talent, if you don’t.

When we give of our time in ser-
vice to others we are laying down
our lives for them and fulfilling
Christ’s admonition in John 15:13.

What joy, what wholeness of life
we bring both to others and to
ourselves when we faithfully carry
out the attitudes and practices of
being a servant! And what joy
awaits us when we hear the wonder-
ful words of our older Brother:
“Well done, thou good and faithful
servant” (Matthew 25:21).

Just one more thing . . . remem-
ber: As in a game of tennis, a good
server seldom loses. Serve with
gusto. Serve one another.

was convinced previous Soviet lead-
ers would reject them.

Now some observers are wonder-
ing whether the shrewd Soviet
leader just might take Mr. Reagan
up on the latter’s June 12 plea in
front of the Brandenburg Gate and
Berlin Wall: “Mr. Gorbachev, open
this gate! Mr. Gorbachev, tear down
this wall!”

Even a partial opening of the
Berlin Wall would send shock
waves through Western capitals—
and greatly enhance the Soviet
Union’s prestige.

It is not only the West that is in
for a few surprises. The twin poli-
cies of glasnost and perestroika
have proven to be extremely unset-
tling to the current leaders of the

Soviet-bloc nations of Eastern and
Central Europe.

Ironically, the Soviets are press-
ing Czechoslovakia to effect re-
forms similar to what the Czechs
were introducing in the late
1960s—before Soviet and Warsaw
Pact tanks rolled in to end what was
known then as the Prague Spring.

A joke making the rounds
throughout Eastern Europe is that
Warsaw Pact generals from East
Germany, Czechoslovakia and
other East bloc nations conducted a
secret meeting—and decided to in-
vade the Soviet Union!

For several reasons the status quo
of the post-World War II period in

. Europe, in place for more than four

decades, is coming to an end. A
much closer relationship between a
more unified Western Europe and
the Soviet sphere appears in-
evitable.

On a state visit to Moscow this
year, West German President
Richard von Weizsaecker urged So-
viet authorities to stop thinking in
terms of opposing East and West
blocs. Dr. von Weizsaecker and
many other West German officials
continually emphasize that the key
to German unification lies in over-
coming the political division of Eu-
rope as a whole. Under terms of a
general European settlement,
Moscow might be obliged to grant
greater political latitude for parts of
Eastern Europe.

Who knows if the cultural re-
forms under the banner of glasnost
just might provide an opening some-
day for the announcement of the
Gospel into the Soviet-bloc area?

European Diary

By John Ross Schroeder

1066: significdnt date

in the history of Britain

BOREHAMWOOD, En-
gland—Not every year is of equal
importance. Not every century has
the same significance. Not even ev-
ery millennium should be assigned
the same priority in history.

Truly significant dates are
rightly remembered. The year 1066
is one such date.

The Vikings and 1066

That was the year of the Norman
invasion of Britain. Many have as-
sumed this as an incursion of the
French race. Nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth. Numerous his-
tories affirm the conquering race
was of Scandinavian origin. Hear
just one.

“From Denmark people came to
take over the chief parts of east and
northeast England and the Province
of Normandy in France” (P.G.
Foote and D.M. Wilson, The
Viking Achievement, page xv).

Many events were in preparation.
Many players in different parts of
Europe unknowingly plodded to-
ward the same goal. It was what
came before that produced 1066.

Pre-Norman Britain had Scandi-
navian as well as Anglo-Saxon
roots. England was ruled by Danish
kings in the early 11th century
(1013-1042).

The city of York is Viking in
origin and to this day is heavily in-
fluenced by Norse culture. Many
come from afar to visit York’s
Jorvik Museum—portraying Scan-
dinavian culture. Jorvik is York’s
Norse name.

There was even Norman influ-
ence in England before the invasion
in 1066. Edward the Confessor was
king of England from mid-1042 to
early January, 1066. His mother
was Queen Emma, the illegitimate

daughter of Richard I, Duke of
Normandy, and the aunt of Duke
William—Ilater the Conqueror.

Indeed, according to one story,
William was promised the throne of
England before the Norman inva-
sion. He thought himself the legiti-
mate successor to Edward the Con-
fessor.

Three kings contend for England

Whatever the truth, a geographi-
cal triangle developed that led to the
crucial battles in the autumn of
1066. At the northernmost tip was
King Harald Sigurdsson, or Harald
Hardrada, of Norway. Later gener-
ations called him Harald the Ruth-
less. At 51 he was at the peak of his
powers—the last of the great
Viking kings.

At the western corner sat Harold
II of England—the last of the
strictly Anglo-Saxon kings. He suc-
ceeded the Confessor in early Janu-

At the southern corner Duke
William of Normandy waited for
the right time. His early years were
an exercise in survival against many
challenges to his rulership. By mid-
century he had finally established
his authority over Normandy. His
eyes turned northward across the
English Channel.

Harold II knew invasion was
likely from both Norway and Nor-.
mandy. Months were spent in
preparation. Harald Hardrada
struck first. Sept. 20 this Viking
king penetrated the northern de-
fenses near York.

But five days later Harold II sur-
prised him at Stamford Bridge. The
Norwegian army was decimated
and Harald Hardrada lay dead. The
long Viking harassment came to a
halt. (To be continued)
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sage to the Italian brethren,” Mr.
Feazell said. “Many of the brethren
had taken a day off work to travel to
Rome for the service.”

On behalf of the brethren, Mr.
Catherwood presented Mr. Tkach
with a Roman vase made of white
Italian marble, sculpted by member
Johann Kersten, and a plaque with
stone from the Appian Way.

Mr. Tkach then raised Mr.
Catherwood to the rank of evange-
list (WN, Aug. 3). “I have known
Mr. Catherwood for nearly 30 years
now and have witnessed the fruit
God has produced through him,”
Mr. Tkach wrote Aug. 4.

“I’'m sure the Catherwoods
would appreciate your prayers for
them in this responsibility, as well

as for the ongoing work in the Ital-
" ian language, where God is granting
continued growth,” he added.

Italian children performed a folk

dance and folk song titled Quel
Mazzolin di Fiori (“This Bouquet
of Flowers™), specially adapted for
Mr. Tkach’s visit. Homemade re-
freshments included a cake four
feet long and shaped like the Italian
peninsula.
- “All the brethren joined in for a
special song in honor of the second
time that an apostle has visited
Rome,” Mr. Catherwood said. The
lyrics read: “Millennia have gone by
and finally he has arrived. In Paul’s
footsteps he has followed on toward
us. And we welcome God’s apostle
and a welcome we offer you, Mr.
Tkach.”

An afternoon of sight-seeing in-
cluded some of Rome’s historic ar-
eas, such as the Colosseum, Trevi
Fountain, the Forum and ruins of
the ancient city.

Historically, the Roman Forum
was a complex of open spaces and
government buildings, temples and
shops, shut off to chariot traffic.
Senators, priests, businessmen and
shoppers daily thronged the area on
foot.

Romulus, Rome’s founder, is
said to be buried here, and Caesar’s
murder took place in the Forum.

“It is an awe-inspiring experience
to see the ancient and the modern
side by side, and walk the same
roads other people of God walked
two millennia ago,” Mr. Feazell
commented. “It gives you a sense of
history not possible in the United
States.”
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July 21 the group saw the Via
Appia, first of the great Roman
roads, opened in 312 B.C. and ex-
tending 360 miles (576 kilometers)
to the Adriatic port of Brindisi.

They also toured Vatican City, a
108-acre sovereign state, seat of Ro-
man Catholicism and residence of
popes since 1377. Up spiral stairs
the group climbed some 480 steps to
the cupola (dome of St. Peter’s
Basilica) for a view of the city. They
also saw the Sistine Chapel.

Malta

July 22 the G-III left for Val-
letta, where Mr. Tkach was met by
evangelist Frank Brown, regional
director for Britain, Scandinavia,
East and West Africa and the Mid-
dle East; his wife, Sharon; David
Stirk, business manager for East
and West Africa in the British Of-
fice; and his wife, Carok.

Afternoon activities featured a
bus tour of the city, with tempera-
tures hovering around 105 degrees
Fahrenheit (40 Celsius).

“Air-conditioned buses meant
having all the windows open and a
vent in the top of the roof,” Mr.
Tkach related. “When we asked the
driver to turn up the air condition-
ing a little higher, he just sped up.
That forced the air through the bus,
hot air at that!”

The pastor general continued:
“There’s quite a bit of history that
revolves around Malta.

“Hitler gave Mussolini orders to
take over Malta. He tried his best
but failed. Then Hitler tried to take
over Malta, but he failed as well. As
a result of the Maltese bravery and
heroism, King George VI of En-
gland presented them with the
George Cross,” Britain’s highest
civilian decoration.

A boat cruise in Valletta Harbor
was followed by a trip to St. Paul’s
Bay tosee the island where the apos-
tle Paul was shipwrecked (Acts 27).

That evening services in the
Hilton Hotel were conducted for 67
brethren “from all parts of the is-
land,” according to Mr. Brown. Be-
fore the sermon children performed
a song in Maltese.

The pastor general explained how
brethren compose one family, that
God is a God of all peoples and how
he, Mr. Tkach, is measuring the al-
tar (Revelation 11:1) and binding
the Church together, said Mr.
Brown.

After services Mr. Tkach was
given a silver oil lamp and an open
Maltese Bible on a wooden stand.
The inscription read: “Thy word is
alamp unto my feet, and alight unto
my path” (Psalm 119:105).

The pastor general was then host
to a barbecue for members, spent
the night in Valletta and boarded
the G-III for West Germany July
23. At the airport, before their de-
parture, Theresa Fenech from
Maltasaid, *“I think he would like to
stay and talk to us all day.”

West Germany

Touching down in the Bavarian
capital of Munich, the party was
met by John Karlson, acting re-
gional director; his wife, Kristina;
Winfried Fritz, pastor of the Mu-
nich and Nuremberg, West Ger-
many, and Vienna and Salzburg,
Austria, churches; and his wife,
Carola.

Later in the day Mr. Tkach, his
group, ministers and their wives
went by bus to Dachau, 20 miles
northwest of Munich, where they
were met by Mark Schnee from the
Bonn Office and Erwin Schotten, a
member from Hamburg, West Ger-
many, and German history expert.

A tour of the former Nazi con-
centration camp consisted of a 25-
minute film about Jewish and other
prisoners’ forced slave labor and
gruesome experiments conducted
on them in the 1930s and 40s.

Returning to Munich, Mr. Tkach
and his party went up the Olympic
Tower at Olympia Park, site of the
1972 Olympic Games. At 570 feet,
the tower has a circular three-floor
observation nest, featuring a view of

Munich, upper Bavaria and,
weather permitting, the Alps.

July 24 the group went by bus to
Nuremberg, while the flight crew
took the G-III there. The group vis-
ited the Reichsparteitag, site of
Nazi Party congresses conducted
annually from 1933 to 1938.

After lunch at the Gasthaus
Rottner restaurant, the group vis-
ited the war trials room, where for
10 months Nazi leaders were in-
dicted and tried as war criminals by
the International Military Tribunal
from 1945 to 1946.

That afternoon Mr. Tkach
boarded the G-III for Duesseldorf.

Duesseldorf

Meeting the group at the airport
were Mr. Schnee; his wife, Esther;
Grant Spong, pastor of the Bonn
and Duesseldorf and Darmstadt
churches; his wife, Jennifer; asso-
ciate pastor Alfred Hellemann; and
his wife, Margarete.

On the Sabbath, July 25, services
were conducted in the Hilton Hotel
for 868 brethren, representing
churches in Antwerp, Belgium; De
Bilt, Tilburg and Zwolle, Nether-
lands; Bonn and Duesseldorf, Ham-
burg, Hannover and West Berlin,
West Germany.

Also attending were Marcin Jar-
czyk from Poland, Heinz and
Kaethe Pistorius, deacon and dea-
coness from Zwickau, East Ger-
many, and Lydia Harz from Jena,
East Germany.

A combined Bonn and Duessel-
dorf and Netherlands choir, di-
rected by Bram de Bree, Dutch re-
gional director, sang “Onward Ye
Peoples” by Jean Sibelius. They

~ were accompanied on piano by Bar-

bara Lee.

As his message was simulta-
neously translated into German and
Dutch, Mr. Tkach spoke about the
unity and love necessary to do the
work and be a part of the temple
God is building, according to Mr.
Spong.

After Mr. Tkach’s sermon,
brethren shook his hand, got his au-
tograph and were photographed
with him.

A buffet dinner, to which Mr.
Tkach was host, took place in the
Schatten room for ministers, dea-
cons, deaconesses and their spouses.

“He did not formally address
them but did ask the couple at each
table who had been married the
longest to stand up and tell how long
they had been married and how
many children they had,” said Mr.
Spong. “The flower arrangement at
each table was then presented by
Mr. Tkach to this couple.”

“It was the best dinner I have had
anywhere since the dinner we had
with Mr. [Herbert] Armstrong our
senior year at college,” Mr. Spong
remarked. “It’s the best thing that’s
happened to Germany for a long
time.”

“Mr. Tkach is a living example

Office Facilities
Building Fund

Millions
of dollars
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SECOND MILLION—As of Aug.
12 individuals and church areas
donated $2,150,277.35 to the Of-
fice Facilities Building fund.

for us in how to love our neighbor,”
said Mr. Schnee. “All the German
brethren were uplifted.”

“He’s trying to glue it all to-
gether and make us beautiful peo-
ple,” said Johannes Wilms, man-
ager of the Dutch Office.

Sunday, July 26, the party, ac-
companied by the Karlsons and
Fritzes, boarded the G-III for

Stuttgart.

Stuttgart

Greeting the pastor general and
his party were Henry Sturcke, pas-
tor of the Zurich and Basel, Swit-
zerland, and Stuttgart churches,
and his wife, Edeltraut.

Four hundred sixty-eight breth-
ren from Darmstadt, Munich, Nu-
remberg and Stuttgart, West Ger-
many, Salzburg and Vienna, Aus-
tria, and Basel and Zurich, Switzer-
land, attended services in the Stadt-
halle in Leonberg, near Stuttgart.

Before Mr. Tkach’s address,
Frankie Weinberger of the German
Office sang a solo from I Corinthi-
ans 13 titled “Und Hatte der Liebe
Nicht” (**And Had No Love in
Me”), composed and accompanied
on piano by Mark Schnee.

After Mr. Tkach spoke, Mr.
Fritz presented him with a wooden
relief of an Alpine mountain guide,
with an inscription of the qualities
of a guide: “Leadership, strength,
courage, concern, responsibility, re-
liability. He leads his team to the
top.”

Describing the pastor general’s
impact on brethren, Mr. Fritz said:
“There isn’t any gap between Mr.
Tkach and us. He is like a brother. It
was very impressive.”

“The brethren really appreciated
what they saw and experienced,”
Mr. Karlson remarked.

“Mr. Tkach made a very strong
impression on the brethren, espe-
cially because it was so evident how
much concern he has for the elderly
and handicapped,” Mr. Sturcke
said.

“He is so—I don’t know how to
put it in good English, but, uncom-
plicated,” said Mrs. Sturcke. “You
can just go up and talk to him.”

““Mr. Tkach is so humanly
warm,’’ said Rose Ecker of
Salzburg. “He makes you feel like
he is your brother, not like he’s
looking down from above, but like
he’soneof you. . . I told him I think
he is wonderful.”

After meeting brethren, the pas-
tor general was host to a buffet din-
ner in the Stuttgart Holiday Inn.

Sunday evening the group, ac-
companied by Mark Schnee, left in
the G-111 for the Cologne /Bonn air-
port.

Bonn

There to meet them were Mr. and
Mrs. Schnee, Mr. and Mrs. Spong
and Mr. and Mrs. Hellemann.

July 27 Mr. Tkach and his party
toured the Bonn Office and listened
to departmental presentations. The
German Office celebrated its 25th
anniversary during Mr. Tkach’s
visit.

After lunch with the staff in the
Bristol Hotel, the group visited the
Ambascol Press Office, which

opened in 1967 as a cooperative ef- _

fort of the German Office and Al-
fred and Helene Hennig.

“The Hennigs are official photo-
graphers for the German govern-
ment,” according to Mrs. Wein-
berger of the Bonn Office.

“Through their office we obtain
pictures, which are used in Church
publications,” she added. “We also
have access to official governmental
press conferences, which are con-
ducted in the same building.”

The next day the group left for

est Berlin.

Berlin
Arriving at Tegel Airport, Mr.
Tkach and his party were met by
Paul Kieffer, then pastor of the
West Berlin, Hannover and Ham-
burg churches, who will direct Min-

isterial Services in the Manila,
Philippines, Office, his wife, Mon-

ica, and Mr. and Mrs. Karlson.

Tuesday afternoon, July 28, a bus
tour of West Berlin featured
Olympia Stadium, site of the 1936
Olympic Games; Strasse des 17.
Juni (Street of June 17), which
commemorates a 1953 uprising in
East Berlin suppressed by Russian
troops; Brandenburg Gate, once the
entrance to the city from the west;
Potsdam Square; and the Reichs-
tag, the former houses of parlia-
ment, beside the River Spree.

Crosses at the Reichstag memo-
rialize people who, while attempt-
ing to swim across the river to West
Berlin, were discovered and shot.

At Checkpoint Charlie, gateway
to the East bloc, the group entered
East Berlin through the 28-mile
concrete wall that, guarded by East
German soldiers, has separated East
Berlin from West Berlin since
1961.

“When we crossed Checkpoint
Charlie, it was obvious that we were
in a different area completely,” Mr.
Tkach related. “It was quite sober-
ing.”

In East Berlin they visited the
Pergamon Museum; Unter den
Linden Strasse (Under the Lime
Trees Street), the main boulevard;
the Memorial for the Victims of
Fascism and Militarism; and the
Soviet War Memorial, erected for
the Russian war dead who lost their
lives in capturing Berlin.

Before he left West Berlin,
brethren there gave the pastor gen-
eral a card thanking him for the
Plain Truth newsstand program.
“Today the true message of peace is
being brought to this city by the
great newsstand program,” the card
read in part.

“We look forward to true free-
dom for all people in the world to-
morrow. Our wish for you, Mr.
Tkach, is that you will take with you
our loyalty to God’s work, our spe-
cial affection and our thanks for the
wonderful newsstand program.
Your brethren in Berlin.”

The pastor general wrote Aug. 4:
“The time is coming when there
will no longer be divided cities, di-
vided nations or a divided world. As
we grow in unity in one family—one
spiritual Temple made up of build-
ing blocks from every corner of the
earth—God is preparing for us a
marvelous future in that wonderful
world to come!”

The next morning, July 29, Mr.
Tkach and his party left for Amster-
dam.

Netherlands

At the Schiphol-East Airport
Mr. de Bree and his wife, Geertru-
ida, escorted the group to the
Mondriaan Lounge, where children
in Dutch dress and wooden shoes
sang a welcome song.

“The children presented a pair of
hand-painted, authentic wooden
shoes to Mr. Tkach and challenged
him to try them on,” according to
Mr. de Bree. “Mr. Tkach took this
challenge upon him and experi-
enced for a moment what it is like to
be on Dutch feet.”

Mr. de Bree gave the pastor gen-
eral a card made by Gerard van
Hees, a Dutch member, portraying
an airport runway carpeted with
Dutch, Belgian and American flags
woven together. The card “symbol-
izes Mr. Tkach’s mission in this end
time of weaving all the churches
closer together,” said Yvonne Her-
mans of the Dutch Office.

The group, accompanied by the
de Brees, Mr. Wilms and his wife,
Miek, then left for Nieuwegein to
visit the regional office, where they
viewed a presentation of the Dutch-
language area and ate lunch with
the staff.

“Mr. de Bree challenged all the
‘foreigners’ to try the typical Hol-
landse Nieuwe (Dutch New), as the
Dutch call their freshly caught her-
ring, marinated, salted and topped
with chopped onions,” said Miss
Hermans.

The regional director demon-

(See EUROPE, page 8)
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Sharing the joy of God’s calling

SPIRITUAL FAMILY—Pastor General Joseph W. Tkach's July 15 to Aug. 2 trip to Europe and Britain was described as “a living
example for us in how to love our neighbor.” Clockwise from top left: “Go on, try it. These are all good,” says evangelist Dibar
Apartian, French regional director, urging Mr. Tkach to try cheeses after a tour of the Paris, France, Office; in traditional dress,
Michael and Gloria Zerafa, twin children of Maltese members Alfred and Elizabeth Zerafa, welcome the pastor general to Vailetta,
Malta, with a bouquet of flowers; in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Mr. Tkach prepares to try on hand-painted shoes given to him by
Laurens de Groot (left) and Natalie Vermeer, children of Dutch members; Mr. Tkach gives Frank Schnee, Germanregional director,
and his wife, Esther, a Baccarat crystal decanter and six wine glasses at 25th anniversary celebrations in Bonn, West Germany; the
pastor general addresses 125 brethren in Rome, Italy; experiencing ‘‘Dutch feet”” in Amsterdam; John Karison (center), acting
German regional director, explains a display at the Dachau concentration camp in West Germany; at the Geneva, Switzerland,
Office with office manager Bernard Andrist, his wife, Maria-Jose, and son, Patrick; Francis Bergin, business manager of the British

LONDON, ENGLAND

Office, after being ordained to pastor rank by Mr. Tkach (left) in London, hugs Paul Suckling, director of Ministerial Services, as
evangelist Frank Brown (second from left), British regional director, and Robin Jones (far right), pastor of the Godalming, Reading
and Southampton, England, churches, look on; surrounded in Duesseldorf, West Germany, by (from left) Edeltraut Sturcke, Mark
Sturcke, Deborah Mayberry, Wolfgang Thomsen, Eric Sturcke, Sarah Mayberry, deacon Bernhard Thomsen, his wife, Emmy, and
Henry Sturcke, pastor of the Zurich and Basel, Switzerland, and Stuttgart, West Germany, churches; and posing with a guard in
front of the Memorial for the Victims of Fascism and Militarism in East Berlin. Below, from left: Dutch children wait for the pastor
general to land in Amsterdam; evangelist Carn Catherwood, Italian regional director (center), escorts the pastor general, his party
and Michael Caputo (right), pastor of the Rome, Milan and Catania, Italy, churches, and his wife, Leonilda, through St. Peter’s
Square after touring Vatican City; musicians play Swiss horns before Mr. Tkach enters the Palais des Expositions et des Congres
in Geneva. [Photos by Theo de Groot, Michael Rasmussen, Mark Schnee, Tony Stagno, Wolfgang Thomsen and Cliffton Veal]

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND, OFFICE

DACHAU, WEST GERMANY
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BIRTHS

ENGAGEMENTS

ABLER, Duane and Ali (Ruxton) of
Pnsadom,gﬂ.JmLelqh July 5, :09
a.m., 9 pounds, first

AMES, Dean and Tracy (Maxson), of Big
Sandy, boy, David Michael, July 5, 6:10
a.m., 8 pounds 7 ounces, now 2 boys.

, Lonny and Heather (Brown),
of Prince George, B.C., girl, Shoshanna
Michelle, July 19, 9:46 a.m., 8 pounds 4
ounces, now 1 boy, 1 girl.

Mr aners hnWasmo(Mdboumo
to the en-

Wmmmumm
beth to Gordon Porter, son of Mr. and Mrs.

and Darlene Gomer of Black River Falis,
Wis., and Eric Steven Weinberger, son of
Stefan and Hildegard Weinberger of Peter-
borough, England, were united in marriage
May 31 in Bonn, West Germany. The cere-

areas. Reinhard Wiedermann was best
man, and Meike Hellemann was maid of
honor. The couple reside in Bonn, and both
are employ

of the Bonn Office.

mey, son of Mr. and Mrs. Dwaine Kimmey of
Fort Wayne, ind. An Aug. 30 wedding is

CAHOW, Don and Evelyn (Wilson), of Kala-
mazoo, Mich., girl, Tamaryn Joyce, June 18,
6:25 a.m., 6 pounds 2 ounces, now 1 boy, 3
girls.

Mr. and Mrs. Duane Douglass of Vancou-
ver, Wash., are happy to announce the
1t of their Darla Bea to

CHAMBERS, Chuck and Lissabeth (Dei-

Barto). of Phoenix, Ariz., boy, Corey
Charles Christopher, Jme16 812am.,

pounds 6% ounces, first child.

CRAWFORD, Malcolm and Jane (McGo-
)Mwomboymﬂm«

ichael Thomas Lorbeski of Seattle, Wash.
ASept. 26 g in Seattle is p

Mr. and Mrs. Ron Price of Dublin, ireland,
of

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Dragt of Cadillac, Mich.
An October wedding is planned.

ld(MB 847am.,9p
now 2 boys.

Kathy Sagul and Eddie Bochenski are
their An

DEVEREAUX, Paul and Esther (Wallen), of
FortWorth, Tex., girl, Kristin Celise, April 27,
6:10 p.m., 8 pounds 15 cunces, now 2 girls.

DOMBROWSKI, Arthur and Sandra (Ju-
ryniec), of Buffalo, N.Y ., boy, Aaron Joseph,
June 30, 3:35p.m 7 pounds 12 ounces,
now 1 boy, 2 E:

DREADEN, Art and Sandra (Spieker), of
Crestview, Fla., boy, Jesss Austin, July 17,
5:10 a.m., 9 pounds, now 3 boys.

DUNN, Robert and Jane of Southampton,
England, boy, Edward, July 8, 8:55 am., 8
pounds 10% ounces, now 1 boy, 1 girl.

FELDHACKER, Ted and Diane (Hoffman),
of Sioux Falis, S.D., boy, Tyler Joseph, Mty
7, 5:30 p.m., 7 pounds 8 ounces, now 2
boys, 3 girls.

GALBO, David and Cymma (Kioth), of
Waukegan, lil., boy, David, June
20, 1052pm 4 pounds 3 ounces, first

GOUDIE, Anthony and Penelope (Revell), of
Dublin, ireland, boy. Stephen Turner, July
12, 11:41 p.m., 7 pounds 6 ounces, first
child.

HADZEGA, Mark and Angela (Owens), of

North East, Pa., boy, Shaney L., July 10,

7:59 a.m., 5 pounds 2% ounces, first child.

HOLLAND, David and Marnie (McNamara),
of Hobart, Australia, boy, Lance Brent Alek-
sander, June 30, 8:18 p.m., 7 pounds 10
ounces, first child.

HOLMES, Tommie and Mary (Sampson), of
Chicago, Wi, boy, Justin Kendall, May 5,
7:45 p.m., 6 pounds 3 ounces, first child.

JONES, Donald Lee and Marcelina (Basi-
baz), of Washington, D.C., girl, Katrina
Elaine, June 26, 8:14 am., & pounds 11
ounces, now 1 boy, 3 girls.

LAACK, David and Rena (Ballantyne), of
Rochester, Minn., girl, Sabrena Fayre, June
15, 12:06 a.m., 7 pounds 2 ounces, now 3
boys, 1 girl.

LERAAEN, David and Annette (Berke), of

Rockford, ill., girl, Rebecca Marie, June 8,
3:53 p.m., 7 pounds, first child.

MARSH, Kevin and Judy (Freede), of Little
Rock, Ark., girl, Megan Christine, June 27,
1:35am., Smuwsgoms now 1 boy, 1
girl.

MILLER, Jormha.n and Kim (Hostetler), of
Chariotte, N.C., boy, Brian Scott, July 10,
6:07p.m., Gpon.mdsuwnoas now 1boy, 2
girls.

MURPHREE, Chris and Jan (Warren), of
Forestdale, Ala., boy, Brian Alexander, July
13, 6:27 p.m., 7 pounds 13% ounces, now 1

Oct. 4 waﬂdmg in Otympnu. “Wash., is
planned.

WEDDINGS

MR. AND MRS. GARY JOHNSON

Mr. and Mrs. Bob E. Harden are pleased to
announce the marriage of their daughter
Lisa Roxane to Gary Elson Johnson. The
ceremony was performed June 13 by
Richard Pinelii, pastor of the Kansas City,
Mo., East church. Shawndra Malcolm was
maid of honor, and Joe Harden was best
man. The couple reside in independence,
Mo.

MR. AND MRS. DEREK PALMER

Mary Elizabeth Finch, daughter of Henry T.
Finch and the late W.V. Finch of Zimbabwe,
and Derek Roy Palmer, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Roy G. Paimer of Shifnal, England, were
united in marriage July 2. The ceremony
was performed by George Delap, pastor of

NUNNERY, Robert Jr. and Denise (Page), of
Faystteville, N.C., girl, Brittany Denise, Feb.
3, 1:10 am., 8 pounds 13% first

the Bo od and Watford, England,
churches. Michelle Delap was maid of
honor, and Simon Hodgetts was best man.
The couple reside in Bedfordshire, England.

MR. AND MRS. STEVEN THULL

The parents of Kimberly Marie Workman
and Steven Geraid Thull are happy to an-
nounce the marriage of their children, which
took piace March 8 in Medina, an Larry

ceremony. Scott Shaffer was best man, and
Sarah Kangas was maid of honor. The
coupie reside in Coon Rapids, Minn.

e

‘MR. AND MRS. PHILIP SORENSEN

Tina Renee Buntain and Philip Andrew
Sorensen were united in marriage June 28.
The ceremony was performed by Richard
Wilding, pastor of the Sarnia and London,
Ont., churches. Lynn Hunter was matron of
couple reside in Peterborough, Ont.

MR. AND MRS. OWEN MORRIS

Laurie Adelaide Kirtzinger and Owen Rhys
Morris were united in marriage Aug. 30
1986, in Creston, B.C. The ceremony was
performed by Lyle Simons, pastor of the
Creston and Castiegar, B.C., and Colville,
Wash., churches. Phillip Morris, brother of
the groom, was best man, and Leanna
Ya(t?swasmaidothorm.meeouploveside
mn

child.

ORTH, James and Brenda (Jones), of Fort
Worth, Tex., girl, Jaime Michelle, May 6,
2:05 p.m., 7 pounds 9 ounces, now 1 boy, 1
girl.

PETERSEN, Ju'nandDarIene(Dawdsonj of
Calgary, Alta., girl, Cheisey Sarah Chinae,
May 29, 430pm 9 pounds 4 ounces, now
3 giris.

POCK, Daniel and Rebekah (Bechthold), of
San Diego, Calif., girl, Janelle Whitney, June
14, 4:43 p.m., 6 pounds 15 ounces, first
child.

RICHARDSON, Jerral and Stephanie (Her-
ron), of Milwaukee, Wis., boy, Jeremy
Steven Harris, May 6, 5:32 p.m., 8 pounds
10 ounces, now 2 boys, 1 girl.

RIVAS, Richard and Lourdes (Mejia), of San
Antonio, Tex., boy, Jason Richard, July 4,
9:40 a.m., 8 pounds 11 ounces, first chiid.

ROGERS, Jack and Denise (Craner), of
Elizabeth Natosha, June

Boise, idzho, girl,
30, 11:12 a.m., 7 pounds 5 ounces, now 1
boy, 2 giris.

ROTHLISBERGER, Fritz and Kathrin
(Zaugg), of Edmonton, Alta., boy, Kerry
Andrew, July 3, 6:14 am., 7 pounds 8
ounces, now 1 boy, 3 girls.

SAYLER, Floyd Jr. and Patricia (Murphy), of
Butte, Mont., boy, Andrew Leo, July 9, 5
pounds 13 ounces, first child.

SCARBROUGH, Gary and Debbie
(McGuire), of Beckley, W.Va., girl, Ashiey
Renee, June 9, 2:30 am., 8 pounds 11
ounces, now 3 boys, 1 girl.

SMITH, Jody and Cindy (Martin), of Tulsa,
Okia., giri, Ashiey Dannette, July 16, 7:03
a.m., 6 pounds 1 ounce, now 2 giris.

SPENCER, Murray and Gail (Presley), of
Kitchener, Ont., boy, James Alexander,
June 30, 4:47 p.m., 7 pounds 13 ounces,
first child.

STEPHENS, Flobenand.lamoe(Good‘nan)
of Salmon Arm, B.C., boy, Charles Donald

MR. AND MRS. MICHAEL
DESGROSSEILLIERS

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Kerr of Delta, B.C., are
pleased to announce the marriage of their
daughter Marjorie Ann to Michael Desgros-
seilliers, son of Mr. and Mrs. Raymond
Desgrosseilliers of Sudbury, Ont. The cere-
mony was performed by Gary Richards, a
local elder and Pasadena Ambassador Col-
lege housing officer. Anna Larkin was ma-
tronof honor, and Charles Desgrossaeilliers,
brother of the groom, was best man. The
couple reside in Pasadena.

MR. AND MRS. NIGEL BEARMAN

Tracy Joanne Howell, daughter of Eve How-
ell of Kewaskum, Wis., and Nigel Stuart
Bearman, son of Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Bear-
man of Dartford, England, were united in
marriage July 5 in Kewaskum. The cere-
mony was performed by Eugene Noel, pas-
tor of the West Bend and Milwaukee, Wis.,
churches. Stacie Woods was maid of honor,
and Steven Bearman was best man. The
couple reside in Livingstone, Scotland.

MR.AND MRS. JEFFREY WILLIAMS

Abby Ruth Anne Docken, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Arthur Docken of Santa

Calif., and Jeffrey Stephen Williams, sonof
Mr. and Mrs. George Williams of Mount
Juliet, Tenn., were united in marriage May
31 on the Pasadena Ambassador College

and Fairfield, Calif., churches. Carrie
Docken, sister of the bride, was maid of
honor, and Tim Davidson was best man.
The couple reside in Nashville, Tenn.

MR. AND MRS. ALBERT BROWN

Anne Marie Jaeckel and Albert George
Brown were united in marriage May 16. The
ceremony was performed by Joel Lillen-
green, pastor of the Waukesha and
Kenosha, Wis., churches. Lynn Gundrum,
sister of the bride, was matron of honor, and
Kerry Brown, son of the groom, was best
man. The couple reside in H
Wis.

ANNIVERSARIES

o T
MR. AND MRS. A. DAVIDSON

Mr. and Mrs. Adam W. Davidson cele-
brated their 40th wedding anniversary July
5. Friends and family attended a party at
their home. The Davidsons have seven
and 17 g ildren. Mr. and
Mrs. Davidson were baptized in 1976 and
attend the Lake Charles, La., church.

ANNIVERSARIES
MADE OF GOLD

We'd like to let the read-
ers of The Worldwide
News know about your
new baby as soon as it
arrives. Just fill out this
coupon and send it to the
address given as soon
as possible after the
baby is born.

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT

‘THE WORLDWIDE NEWS’

BOX 111

PASADENA, CALIF., 91129, U.S.A.

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT

Please write your Woridwide News subscription number here:

Our coupon baby this issue is
Charles Graham Hoover IV, son of
Chuck and Ruth Hoover of Okiahoma
City, Okia.

Last name

Father's first name

Mother's first name

Mother’s maiden name

Church area .or city of residence/state/country Baby’'s sex
O Boy
0 Girl
Baby’s first and middle names Date of birth
Month: Date:

Time of day Weight
O AM.

OPM.

Number of children you have *

Boys: Girls:

* Including newborn

8-17

Stockton, Calif., church gave a reception in
their honor. Tho Milliches have one daugh-
ter, Kerren Rhea; one son, Rand, pastor of
the Columbia, Mo., church: and three
grandchildren.

OBITUARIES

MORRIS, G. Alien, 60, of Colchester South
Township, Ont., died June 13 of congestive
heart failure. He was baptized in 1978 with
his wife, Diana, who survives him.
Graveside services were conducted by
Francis Ricchi, then pastor of the Windsor,
Ont., church.

i A i
SEVERINA MENINGUETO

MENINGUETO, Severina M., 40, a dea-
coness in the Ozamiz, Philippines, church,
died June 5 of cancer. Mrs. Meningueto is
survived by her husband, Rustico, a dea-
con; and three daugmsrs Queenie, 11,
Hazel, 9, and Sugar, 5. Funeral services
were Jessu inting, pas-

Church member since 1973. Mr. Wright is
survived by his wife, Christine, also a
Church member; a son and a daughter; six
grandchildren; one great-grandchild; and
three sisters. Funeral services were con-
ducted by Roy Demarest, pastor of the
Tampa church.

AARON GLASGOW

GLASGOW, Aaron, 88, of Portiand, Ore.,
died July 22 from injuries sustained in a
robbery and assault in his home Juily 12. He
was Portland’s 40th homicide victim this
year. Mr. Glasgow has been a Church mem-
ber since 1976. He is survived by his wife,
Margaret, also a Church member.

MARKLE, Dorothy C., of San Diego, Calif.,
died July 16. She has been a Church mem-
ber since 1972. Mrs. Markleusswvwedby
four , Barbara Hill, Som-
mers, JuneW‘mpandLo-sVapcz 14 grand-
children; and 23 great-grandchiidren. Fu-
neral services were conducted by her
grandson, Kenneth Mattson, of the
Mouitrie Ga., and Tallahassee, Fia.,

by
tor of the Cagayan de Oro Ozamiz and
fligan, Philippines, churches.

VAN DEN BERGEN, Mathiis, 76, of Ede,

DANNA, Grace M., 73, of Warren, Mich.,
died June 27 of a heart attack. She has been
a Church member since July, 1984. Mrs.
Danna is survived by her husband, William;
a son, Ronald Howie; and one grandson.
Funeral services were conducted by Dwi
Dean, a minister in the Washington, D.C.,
church.

BOZIKIS, Michael G., 8, of Evansville, Ind..
dtedJu!ylmanauto— accident.
Michael is survived by his parents, Tom and
Rhonda; a brother, Marc; grandmothers,
Marina Flaris and Norma Johns; and a
great-grandmother, Carrie Jessie. Funeral
services were conducted by George Patmor
i, a mini in the Madi ille, Ky., church.

Nick and Aileen Millich celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary July 8. The

WRIGHT, Albert, 73, of Tampa, Fla., died
June 28 of a heart attack. He has been a

Netr , died July 11 in his sieep. He
has been a Church member since 1976. Mr.
Van den Bergen is survived by his wife,
Wilhelmina, a Church member; two sons;
and three grandchildren. One son, Robert,
is a Church member. Funeral services were
conducted by Bram de Bree, regional direc-
tor for the Church in Dutch-speaking areas.

TOMBS, Alice M., 85, of Placerville, Calif.,
died June 18. She has been a Church mem-
ber for 10 years. Mrs. Tombs is survived by
her children, Ray, Lester, Mabel Mulfanix,
ida Filtz, Donna Hickerson and John, also a
Churchmember. She is also survived by her
sisters, Elsie OeNke and Dorothy Crum—
mett, 24 g
drenand seven graat—gmt—gandmﬂdmn
yne Dunlap, associate pastor of the
Sacramemo Calif., North church, con-
duc‘lsdmnem!servms

Leslie, July 2, 1121 p.m., 9 pounds 8

SINGLES STUDY—Gary Antion, a pastor-rank minister and faculty member at Pasadena
Ambassador College, speaks to about 900 singles at a Bible study Aug. 8 in the college
gymnasium. The Bible study was part of a weekend of events for singles from Southern
California and other areas. [Photo by Thomas C. Hanson]

ZMOLEK, Timothy and Sherrie (Worthey),
of Jonesboro, Ark., boy, Joshua Brian, June
30, 3:58 p.m., 8 pounds 15% ounces, now 1
boy, 1 girl.

MR. AND MRS. BENJAMIN PINK
Laura-Beth Catherwood, daughter of Mr.

MR. AND MRS. ERIC WEINBERGER
Frankie Ann Gomer, daughter of Clifford
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ural enmity against God and is
vigilant to overcome it.

So it is no wonder that you
feel at home with God’s elect
wherever you may find them
around the world. We are truly
one family.

Through the ages, all those
who have been given and led by
God’s Holy Spirit have been one
in Him. As we have read often,
Jesus prayed in John 17:20-21,
“Neither pray I for these alone,
but for them also which shall
believe on me through their
word; that they all may be one;

as thou, Father, art in me, and I

in thee, that they also may be

one in us: that the world may
believe that thou hast sent me.”

Were it not for these first-
fruits, called as God’s elect to
pave the way into the world to-
morrow, the world would never
hear nor believe the true Gospel
message Jesus brought during
His life and ministry on earth—
that of His soon return to estab-
lish His Father’s Kingdom over
all nations.

Revelation 20:4-6 shows us
that they will live and reign with
Christ, teaching the nations
God’s way as His immortal
priests, for the thousand years
following Christ’s return until
the time of the great white
throne judgment spoken of in
verses 11 to 15.

After that, all eternity of inde-

scribable joy and supreme ac-
complishment and fulfillment
lies ahead for God’s everlastingly
united family.

Brethren, let’s never forget
what it is that makes us one fam-
ily. It is not merely our own
emotion or human love for one
another. It is the Spirit of God
within us by His mercy that
leads us to submit our every
thought and action to God’s
supreme and loving authority
over us.

His Holy Spirit is the “tie that
binds,” the glue, the spiritual
“blood” that makes us one, that
makes us His begotten children
and makes Jesus Christ our elder
brother.

We could never be one family
without Jesus Christ dwelling in

Asking for time off from school:

Put thought into your approach

By Bernard Schnippert

The Feast of Tabernacles is com-
ing soon, and most preparations for
the Feast are fun. But if one detail
tops the list for being the most dis-
tasteful, it is probably that of re-
questing time off from school for
the children.

Still, if the chore is properly ap-
proached, the pain can be mini-
mized. Here are some tips.

Bernard Schnippert is an ex-
ecutive assistant to WN editor
Dexter Faulkner.

First, prepare in advance. Start
by training your child to be a good
student and well behaved. It is com-
mon sense that teachers will go the
extra mile for someone with a good
reputation.

Then do some research. Find out
the school’s absentee policy. See if
the Holy Days are already recog-
nized and formally approved. This
sometimes is the case because God’s
Holy Days are at about the same
time as the Jewish days, and the
Jewish days may already be on the
school calendar.

Also, find out the school’s policy
about how many days are allowed
for make-up work to be done after
returning to school. This is helpful
to know when you return from the
Feast.

Next, find out who at the school
should be dealt with (for example,
the principal, the teachers or the at-
tendance coordinator), and whether
you should call, write a note or goin
person. These things vary with
grade level, school size and individ-
ual policy.

No matter who you must speak
with, or how (a note or in person),
your general strategy is the same.
First, approach the school a reason-
able time ahead of your departure
date. Two or three weeks in advance
is probably about right.

State or write politely in a mat-
ter-of-fact tone that your children
will be with you attending the re-
quired religious Holy Days of your
church (do not represent it as a va-
cation), and that you want to ar-
range for time off.

Mention the name of the Church
and the name of the Holy Days if
they-seem interested. State that the
child’s education is extremely im-
portant to you, and that you wish to

obtain homework in advance if pos-
sible.

Be prepared to answer a few sim-
ple, nonpersonal questions about
the Church, the days or your beliefs
if asked. Do not be unnecessarily
defensive. Also be prepared to toler-
ate a few surprised looks or an-
noyed-sounding comments from a
teacher or principal.

Such responses are common and
don’t necessarily mean permission
will be denied, or even that they dis-
agree with the request. Some people
view any disturbance of their sched-
ule as a nuisance. Still, you don’t
have to take verbal abuse, and nei-
ther does your child.

If you receive permission, well
and good. If not, pursue the subject
with the administrators. Be firm but
not angry, and do not threaten legal
action. Use a level-by-level ap-
proach, going up the chain of com-
mand from your first contact, with-
out skipping links, until you reach
the principal.

If he or she denies your request,
then call your pastor for counsel. He
will advise you, become involved
himself or speak with the Church’s
Legal Office and get its guidance.

Experience shows that these
things are almost always resolved
and permission is usually granted,
although sometimes it is after a few
unpleasant moments.

Remember that what you seek is
approval for excused absence with
permission to make up all work and
tests, in a reasonable time, with no
grade penalties of any kind. Any-
thing less that this means you have
been penalized for your beliefs and
should be viewed as unacceptable
by you.

If you receive or are threatened
with such penalties and are unable
to resolve them quickly to your
complete satisfaction, then immedi-
ately confer with your pastor. It is
not usually in your best interest, nor
perhaps in the Church’s, to allow
such treatment. Your minister will
have advice about what to do.

Finally, remember that your re-
sponsibility goes beyond simply
getting the time off. You must work
with your child to make sure he or
she learns the missed material, does
assignments within the time the
school allows and makes up tests.
Failure by you or your child in these
areas cannot be blamed on the

Holy Day Envelopes

Holy Day offering envelopes for the Fall Festival season have
been mailed. If you do not receive your supply by Sept. 8, please
call the toll-free number (1-800-423-4444) no later than Sept.
16. This is the last date the Mail Processing Center can mail
personalized envelopes with assurance that they will reach you
by the Feast of Trumpets (Sept. 24).

teachers or the school.

The Feast is a wonderful time for
the whole family. It is a joy to have
our children with us at the Feast,
and it is necessary for their spiritual
development. A thoughtful ap-
proach almost always ensures that
the Feast will not be marred by sour
relations with your children’s
school.

us through the Holy Spirit. Our
unity with one another is based
upon and dependent upon our
unity with God, just as the
branches of a tree are united
with each other only because
they are firmly and securely at-
tached to the trunk!

Jesus explained that He is the
vine and we are the branches in
John 15:5: “I am the vine, ye are
the branches: He that abideth in

me, and I in him, the same _

bringeth forth much fruit: for
without me ye can do nothing.”

Our calling is a serious one
indeed! How important is the
love of God to us? How impor-
tant is His law to us? In verses 9
and 10 of John 15 Jesus admon-
ishes: “As the Father hath loved
me, so have I loved you: continue
ye in my love. If ye keep my
commandments, ye shall abide in
my love; even as I have kept my
Father’s commandments, and
abide in his love.”

God’s law is a living law. It
produces happiness, joy, peace of
mind and every good result—in-
cluding true Godly unity. But in
order for it to produce these
things, it must be kept!

It will do nothing for you to
just know God’s law. Even the
demons know the law. As the
apostle James said, “But be ye
doers of the word, and not hear-
ers only, deceiving your own
selves” (James 1:22).

God’s law cements His people
together because it defines

Godly relationships between man
and His Creator and between
man and fellowman.

Brethren, the climactic events
that will mark the end of this age
are drawing ever closer. Let’s
take ever more seriously the re-
sponsibility God has placed upon
us to come out of the ways of
this present evil world, and to
draw ever more unitedly to-
gether in the love of God and one
another. God’s family is a family
of overcomers!

There is a kind of unity that is
not based upon God’s law, and is
not made possible through His
Holy Spirit. That brand of unity
is what will soon bind together
for a short time the final resur-
rection of the Holy Roman Em-
pire.

It is a unity, like most of

man’s “peace” treaties, that will

_result in aggression, destruction,

sufféring, misery, sorrow and an-
guish. Mankind does nor know
the way to peace.

But brethren, God has opened
the minds of His elect to under-
stand the way to true and perma-
nent peace, and to be putting it
into practice even now, with His
help and power, in the midst of
a wayward and dying world.

As the Fall Holy Days draw
near, let’s strive to renew daily
our commitment to the mar-
velous calling and exciting re-
sponsibility God has laid before
us. Let’s never forget why we are
one family!

ACCENT ON THE LOCAL CHURCH

Brethren celebrate silver anniversary

Medford, Ore., brethren cele-
brated the 25th anniversary of the
church there July 11.

Visitors from nine states and
Canada attended the activities,
which included a portrayal of Noah
and the Ark, musical numbers, in-
cluding two signed for deaf mem-
bers, and a videotape of pictures
from the church’s previous years.

Jeffery McGowan, pastor of the
Medford and Klamath Falls, Ore.,
churches, gave the sermonette.
Leonard Schreiber, who pastored
the Medford church from 1974 to
1978, gave the sermon in afternoon
services. Mr. Schreiber pastors the
Eugene, Bend, Coos Bay and Rose-
burg, Ore., churches.

Afterward cake and punch were
served.

The celebration continued July
12 with a potluck, games and fel-
lowship. Cheerleaders performed a
theme song of the 25 years of the
Medford church. Doris Cooke.

LOADING THE ARK—Medford, Ore., youths enact the story of Noah and
the Ark during July 11 celebrations of the 25th anniversary of the
Medford church.

Young and old tackle mountain trail

Braving a night of intermittent
rain and rugged Rocky Mountain
terrain, 30 members from the
Meeker and Grand Junction, Colo.,
churches participated in a camp-out

and mountain climb July 11 and 12.

The climb, an annual event, was
organized in two stages. Part of the
group hiked halfway up Mt. Sopris

Saturday night, July 11, and’~

Members mark 25th year

Philadelphia, Pa., brethren cele-
brated the 25th anniversary of the
church there July 18.

Carlton Smith, pastor of the San
Luis Obispo and Santa Barbara,
Calif., churches, conducted the first
service in Philadelphia March 24,
1962. Attendance was about 150.

About 1,300 attended Sabbath
services for the anniversary celebra-
tion.

Donald Traynor, a local church
elder and pioneer member in
Philadelphia, introduced about 40
pioneer members who attended.
Arthur Dyer, pastor of the
Vineland, N.J., and Philadelphia
churches, concluded services. After

a dinner break, the group returned
for slide shows on the Philadelphia
church and the history of the true
Church in the United States.

The evening concluded with a
family dance. Russ and Sue
O’Quinn.

camped near a mountain lake, while
others camped at a lake closer to the
base of the mountain.

Sunday morning those who
wanted to make the summit met at
the higher camp to climb 5,000 feet
over a six-mile trail to the 12,900-

foot peak.

Fourteen climbers reached the
peak by midafternoon. The
youngest climber was 7 years old,
and the oldest, Virgil Newquist, is
more than 70. All climbers returned
to the trail head by 6:30 p.m. Lori
McCoy.

Youths search for gems

Gold Coast, Australia, Church
youths set out June 28 on a 700-
kilometer drive to the opal fields of
Lightning Ridge, Australia, for five
days in the outback.

The youths were shown how to
look for opals in dry riverbeds, deep

quarries, underground mines and in
the red dust outside the huts where
they slept. They found opals rang-
ing from deep black to vivid blues
and purples, and watched them be-

‘ing sorted and washed. Andrea

Patey.
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EVENTS IN THE WORLDWIDE CHURCH OF GOD

PASADENA—Plain Truth
subscriptions reached a new high of
5.3 million, according to Dexter
Faulkner, editor of the Church’s
publications.

According to the Mail Processing
Center 3.6 million of those receive
The Plain Truth in the United
States.

Worldwide circulation of The
Good News is now more than one
million, and Youth 87 has a circula-
tion of 345,000, also new records,
Mr. Faulkner said.

* * X

JOHANNESBURG, South
Africa—When a car bomb ex-
ploded outside a military headquar-
ters here July 30, Church member
Peter Hubner was less than a block

away. He was not injured.

“There was flying glass and de-
bris all over the place, and we found
out afterwards that 68 people were
injured by the blast, which was a car
bomb set off by terrorists at the
army barracks next to our build-
ing,” Mr. Hubner said.

“I was not hurt in any way, and
my car was not even scratched, even
though I saw people lying injured in
the streets. If I had been even 10
seconds earlier at the site, I would
have sustained bad injury. I know I
had divine protection.”

No other members were injured
in the incident.

TG - Sy

EDMONTON, Alta.—No
Church members were injured

when a series of tornadoes swept
through Edmonton, Alta., and its
suburbs, Friday, July 31, according
to Gordon Graham, associate pastor
of the Edmonton South church.

At least 25 people were killed and
about 200 were injured, according
to the Los Angeles (Calif.) Times
Aug. 2.

The twisters flattened homes,
tossed cars into the air and de-
stroyed a trailer park, the report
said. At least 13 people died, 200
mobile homes were destroyed and
150 trailers were damaged in the
trailer park.

Mr. Graham said one Church
family lives in that trailer park.
They were not injured, and their
trailer was undamaged.

The basement of a local church
elder’s home was flooded because of
heavy rains accompanying the tor-
nadoes, and one member’s brother
was killed.

v A -
PASADENA—Videotapes of

the May, 1986, commencement ex-
ercises are available to 1986

Pasadena Ambassador College
graduates. Those interested in ob-
taining a copy should write to Am-
bassador College, Registrar’s Of-
fice, 300 W. Green St., Pasadena,
Calif., 91129, or call 818-304-6037.

- i SO

PASADENA—Sixty-seven stu-
dents from Bunkyo Women’s Ju-
nior College in Japan arrived on the
Ambassador College campus July
19 to study English and participate
in cultural activities, according to
Scott Friesen, assistant to Arthur
Suckling, program coordinator.

College faculty members taught
English classes, and the Japanese
girlsvisited sites in the Los Angeles,
Calif., area. It was the seventh year
Bunkyo students have studied En-
glish here.

The girls were hosts for a

Japanese art evening in the college

student center.
The program ended Aug. 11.

e Wy
PASADENA —Ambassador

College summer commencement
exercises took place Aug. 4 in the
lower gardens. The following stu-
dents received diplomas:
Associate of arts in theology:
Brian Glenn Bettes, Martha Euge-
nia Elizondo Flores, Sylvie Le Blanc
Ringuette, James F. Stokes and
Jack Wayne Taulbee. v
Associate of science in theology:
Beverley Elizabeth Cargill.
Bachelor of arts in theology: Pe-
dro Luis Caro (with distinction),
Carolyn Louise Brath, Ghislain R.
Ringuette and Edward James

Stephens.
- SR - O

BIG SANDY—The Big Sandy
Feast site is looking for skilled brass
and woodwind players to accom-
pany the choir and play for song ser-
vices.

If you are interested, please send
your name, address, name of the in-
strument you play, experience and
an audition cassette tape (if possi-
ble) to Bill Bartholomew, 725 S.
Glenwood Blvd., Tyler, Tex.,
75701.

Europe

(Continued from page 3)
strated how to properly eat the
cleaned fish, by gripping its tail,
holding it over his mouth and eating
it from the beginning to end. Mr.
Tkach, Mrs. Escat, Mr. Halford and
Mr. Werings were brave enough to
try the Dutch delicacy, according to
Miss Hermans.

Mr. Tkach talked about his her-
ring. “I love pickled herring,” he
said. “When Bram de Bree handed
me one, I thought it was pickled.
After I bit into it, I realized it was a
raw herring that wasn’t pickled at
all! Now I’'m a real Dutchman!”

After lunch Mr. de Bree, on be-
half of Dutch brethren, gave Mr.
Tkach a silver replica of a Dutch
East India Co. ship The Halve
Maen (The Half Moon), famous for
the explorations of its English cap-
tain, Henry Hudson, in the employ
of Holland. He also gave hand-
painted Delft blue porcelain wind-
mills to Mrs. Escat, Mrs. Feazell
and Miss Weber. Mr. Tkach pre-
sented the de Brees with a crystal
vase.

A tour of the Dutch countryside
by bus that afternoon took the
group to Rotterdam Harbor. They
viewed a slide show about the har-
bor’s history. A tour of the portona
private yachf followed.

The Netherlands “is the only
place in the world, I believe, where
when you’re traveling by bus you
can see a boat traveling above you,”
said the pastor general. “It’s quite a
unique experience . . . with all the
windmills and scenery.”

After dinner that evening, the
group boarded a canal boat outside
the Amstel Hotel for a candlelight
tour through the Amsterdam
canals, according to Mr. de Bree.

July 30 the party left for London.

England

Stepping off the G-III at Luton
Airport, Mr. Tkach was met by Mr.
and Mrs. Brown; Barry Bourne,
pastor of the London and Basildon
churches; Francis Bergin, business
manager of the British Office;
David Gunn, Plain Truth circula-
tion manager; and other staff mem-
bers from the British Office.

Friday, July 31, the pastor gen-
eral toured the Elstree House of-
fices, where he was joined by legal
counsel Ralph Helge, his wife, In-
grid, and evangelist Raymond Mc-
Nair, deputy chancellor of
Pasadena Ambassador College.

Mr. Tkach then chaired the an-
nual general and board meetings
and was host to a luncheon.

“Once again, I had the opportu-
nity of renewing acquaintances
with those members of God’s fam-
ily I met during my first trip to
England [in July and August,
1986],” the pastor general said.

Mr. McNair went on to the Sum-
mer Educational Program (SEP) at
Loch Lomond, Scotland.

That evening Mr. Tkach was no-
tified that William Kessler Sr., a
pastor-rank minister, was in a coma.
The pastor general called the hospi-
tal in Tennessee and talked to Dr.
Kessler’s wife, Edith “Dee,” en-
couraging her to remain strong dur-
ing the trial.-

Joseph Tkach Jr., assistant di-
rector of Church Administration,
phoned his father from Pasadena
Sabbath morning and told him
that Dr. Kessler had died Friday
evening.

On the Sabbath, before the pas-
tor general spoke in the Wembley
Conference Centre in London, a
choir of more than 200 children
ages 5 to 10, directed by Irene
Wilson, sang “All Things Bright
and Beautiful,” adapted by Sonia

King.

A combined church choir, con-
ducted by Duncan McLean and ac-
companied by Heather McCarthy,
performed “And the Glory of the
Lord” from Handel’s Messiah and
“New Heaven, New Earth,” by
Charles Romer.

Listening to the pastor general
were about 2,500 brethren from 28
congregations in England and
Wales, besides visitors from the
Netherlands, Norway, France, Bel-
gium and Switzerland.

After his address, Mr. Tkach
raised Mr. Bergin to pastor rank,
joined by Mr. Brown, Paul Suck-
ling, director of Ministerial Ser-
vices, and Robin Jones, pastor of
Godalming, Reading and South-
ampton, England, churches.

A carved teakwood plaque de-
picting “The World Then,” sym-
bolizing the pre-Flood age and

taken from Genesis 6:5-7, was given
to Mr. Tkach by San Abrahamsen,
aretired wood-carver from Norway,
before services.

“A superb day, especially for
newly attending persons,” said
Basil Harris, a deacon in the
Gloucester church. “It was wonder-
ful seeing so many people from one
great British family.”

“We came away spiritually up-
lifted,” said Ernest Cardy, 90, of
the Watford church who has been
married to his wife, Isabel, 89, for
64 years.

Mr. Tkach “is a natural leader,
and members react as if he has been
in office for a long time,” said Robin
Jones, pastor of the Godalming,
Reading and Southampton
churches, who led songs. “He sets
the pace and carries a burden that
converted people of the Church

“That also he should gather together in one the children of
God that were scattered abroad.” (John 11:52)

PASADENA—Evangelist
Larry Salyer, director of Church
Administration, describes his expe-
riences in Africa, where he attended
the African ministerial conference
in June. Mr. Salyer includes com-
ments made by ministers in Africa.

Ghana

In the wake of Pastor General
Joseph W. Tkach’s visit to Ghana in
April, members “now see that their
part in God’s work goes beyond pay-
ing their tithes, praying for the
work and being examples to oth-
ers,” according to Josef Forson,
pastor of the Accra and Kumasi,
Ghana, churches.

“The members now have a better
understanding of what it means to
be a part of the family and back up
the ministry 100 percent. This re-
newed awakening and dedication to
the work is definitely going to pro-
duce a crop of men and women who
will be able to fulfill our manpower
needs in the near future.”

“Ghanais in a very improved eco-
nomic situation,” Mr. Forson con-
tinued. “The shops are full, there’s
plenty of food in the country. The
average worker, however, is still un-
able to provide for himself and his
family.”

Many members ““walk several
miles a day to work and back, tosave
on transportation costs that would
amount to about one third of their

wages,” Mr. Forson said.

“This is why they are so grateful

for Church-provided transportation
on the Sabbath and to the farm.
Nevertheless, income from co-
workers is up 73 percent over last
year. As of June, we have 77 co-
workers and 33 donors, a 65 percent
increase over last year.”

Nigeria

Lagos, Nigeria, the largest
church in East or West Africa, is
pastored by Lateef Edalere. In 1974
the first Feast of Tabernacles was
conducted with 44 people. In June,
1987, Mr. Edalere received 1,2
letters in a single day. -

Some areas of Nigeria have not
been visited by a minister since
1981, partially because of worn-out
automobiles and a lack of man-
power. Automobiles are a problem
because of lengthy delays in obtain-
ing them and the terrain over which
they have to travel.

Our prayers can be specific and
detailed for the Church and its work
in this part of Africa.

The following report is from Mr.
Edalere: As the nation continues to
strive with an unwieldy economy
“members are seven times poorer,
salaries remain at the 1982-1983
levels and the cost of traveling has
increased 300 percent . . .

“Members spend between 40 and
50 percent of their income on trans-

portation. Many can only come to
services once a month.”

Yet Mr. Edalere said he has not
seen the righteous forsaken or his
seed begging bread (Psalm 37:25).
He said the brethren are excited
about what they do have.

Mr. Edalere has 267 visit re-
quests pending. The growth in visit
requests last year was 90 percent,
and the growth in attendance was 25
percent. The work is obviously mov-
ing forward.

Tanzania

More than 15 people, four of
whom are members, attend a
weekly Bible study in Dar es
Salaam, Tanzania.

Ben Kaswaga, a local church el-
der in Tanzania, left his job to raise
chickens, so he could be self-em-
ployed and be flexible to serve the
Church.

In 1986 there were 20 Tanzanian
shillings to a U.S. dollar.” Now it
takes 60.

Uganda

After being politically and eco-
nomically exploited, Uganda is rela-
tively safe for travel. Owen Willis,
pastor of the Nairobi and Ki-
birichia, Kenya, and Blantyre,
Malawi, churches, crosses the bor-
der into Uganda to serve the mem-
bers there.

Though it is a well-watered land,
there is no water in Ugandan hotels,
except one in Kampala, which has
water some of the time.

About 35 attend the Tororo Bible
study, which is across the border
from Kenya.

The border area is getting more
and more tense. That makes it more
difficult for Mr. Willis to cross.

Your prayers for the work in East
and West Africa would be appreci-
ated. Traveling to Africa was cer-
tainly an eye-opening experience
for me.

clearly recognize as being delegated
from God.”

Aug. 2 the group boarded the
G-III for the 12-hour flight home
back to Burbank. Mr. Tkach went
to work in his Hall of Adminstra-
tion office the next morning.

According to Mrs. Escat: “Many
people, especially the ladies of the
Church, inquired about Mr.
Tkach’s wife [Elaine], how she was,
that they loved her and are praying
for her. Their best wishes are always
for Mr. and Mrs. Tkach as a team.

“It was nice to know that the
ladies around the world are very
concerned about the welfare of the
pastor general’s wife.”

“Mr. Tkach has remarked to the
Church how strengthening and en-
couraging it is to know that God’s
people pray for them regularly,”
she added. -

“Mr. Tkach showed us that we
really are a family. He gave us the
impression that each one of us can
be a part of this family if we do our
part,” said Helmuth Kaserer, a local
church elder in Salzburg.

“Each of the regional office staffs
made us feel richly welcome, quite
literally like one family. We were
made to feel at home everywhere we
visited,” said Mrs. Feazell.

After his trip, Mr. Tkach said:
“There is undoubtedly much work
ahead in Europe. We will need the

wisdom and wherewithal to proceed
as God wills, not as we will. Let’s
unitedly pray for wisdom to follow
His lead as these exciting develop-
ments take place.”
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